
AGRICULTURE
Agriculture can be defined as the growing of crops and rearing of animals for human consumption and industrial use. It includes forestry, wild life and fishery
System of Agriculture
1. Subsistence/pleasant farming: This involves cultivation of small holding for personal and farming consumption, it involves the use of crude implements such as cutlass, hoe etc.
2.  Plantation farming: This system of farming involves the use of a large estate of land of permanently planted with economic or commercial crops e.g. cocoa, rubber, sugarcane etc.
3. Commercial or Mechanized farming: This is large scale farming for domestic and external consumption; it involves the use of machine such as harvester etc.
4. Co-operative farming: This is a system of farming where farmers come together to form an association in order to order to obtain loan and aids from government to be able to hire or purchase farming machineries in order to increase agricultural production.
Component of Agriculture
1)  Crop production: This involves the cultivation of different crop. These crop are divided into two main categories of food and cash crops. Food crops are mainly for consumption e.g. yam, cassava, coco yam etc. cash crops are mainly for sales either local or export e.g. cocoa, rubber, cotton.
2) Livestock: This involves rearing of domestic animals such as reared of satisfy domestic consumption e.g. cattle, pig etc.
3) Forestry: This concern the preservation or maintenance of economic tree or plant it also involves the extraction of various form of resources associated with forest use these plants for building, furniture, hoses etc.  
4) Fishing: This involves breeding and catching of fish from rivers for human consumption.




Importance of Agriculture in Nigeria
1. Food production: Agricultural outputs are used in feeding the trimming population in both agricultural and non-agricultural sector.
2. Source of raw materials: Raw materials are derived from agricultural output. These outputs are used by industries.
3. Provision of employment: Agriculture provides employment opportunities for the population of a nation.
4. Source of income: This sales of agricultural products after preserving the one for consumption, it fetches a lot of money to individual and government of Nigeria.
5. Earning of foreign exchange: Agriculture is the source of foreign exchange earnings because it constitutes the bulk of export in Nigeria.
Problem of Agriculture in Nigeria
1. The use of crude implement: Farmers in Nigeria suffer low farm output because they use the traditional crude implement.
2. Illiteracy and Ignorance: Most farmers in Nigeria are illiterate they lack the knowledge in modern method of farming which increase agricultural productivity.
3. Conservation: Many farmers follow the footstep of their parents and as a result of find it convention to charge the system of farming they were brought up with.
4. Lack of credit facilities: Credit facilities like loan, seeds, insecticide, pesticides etc. do not go to real farmers but to emergency ones there are business men who use loan for their business to reseed the seed etc.
5. Lack of storage facilities: Farmers in Nigeria lack or do not have storage facilities to store their excess agricultural produce.
6. Poor Transportation: poor transportation discourages farmers from carrying their crops to areas where they will attract high price. 
7. Problem of land tenure system: this system does not encourage large scale farming since land is owned by the government and as a result does not make provision for outsiders who have the capital and willingness to embark on large scale farming.
8. Poor marketing system: agricultural products in Nigeria are not put in good conditions before they are marketed for instance, they are not graded and packaged in order to attract higher price.

9. Unfavourable climate: the climate of some state in Nigeria is not climate for large scale farming.  
How to Improve Agriculture in Nigeria?
1. Farmers should have better and stable prices for their products
2. Provision of economic infrastructure e.g. rends dams
3. Provision of social amenities e.g. hospitals, good house, electricity. This will stop rural urban drift of agricultural workers.
4. Establishment of agro-based industries in the country to make use of raw material and produce farm implements.  
5. Improvement of the extension services to educate farmers and making improved seedling available. 
6. Establishment and adequate funding of agricultural research institutes
7. Reformation of land tenure system to encourage large scale farming.
8. Provision of adequate storage facilities.
    
AGRICULTURAL POLICIES IN NIGERIA
In Nigeria since independence a lot of policy measures and programs have been adopted mainly for elevating agriculture from its primitive level of subsistence to market oriented level. Some of these policies are: 
1. The National Accelerated Food Production Project (NAFPP):  NAFPP was established in 1973 aimed at accelerating the production of major staple crops. The program which has components of research extension and agro-services would improve facilities to farmers.
2. The River Basin Development Authority (RBDA): The Federal Government in 1976 established eleven river basin development authorities under decree no. 25. The RBDAs were aimed at developing land and water resources for general development of Agriculture in Nigeria. 
3. Operation Feed the Nation (OFN): OFN was launched in 1976 by the Obasanjo Military administration. It was aimed at mobilizing Nigerians to take active part in growing their own food which will lead to increase in food production in the country there by leading to self-sufficiency in food production 
4. Land use Decree: The land use decree was promulgated in 1978 and incorporated into 1979 constitution. The decree is aimed at reforming the land tenure system. The decree gave a boost to agriculture by making land readily 

available for large scale agricultural activities. In the decree, all land was vested in the hands of state governments that held them in trust for the federal government.
5. Green Revolution: this policy was launched in the 2nd republic government of Shehu Shagari. The purpose of the policy is to curb shortage of food in the country and increase food production. The Green Revolution was launched in 1980, also to reduce the drain in the country’s foreign reserves through food importation.
MARKETING OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES (MARKETING BOARD)
A marketing board may be defined as a public corporation charged with the responsibility of assisting farmers in purchasing, grading and marketing various agricultural products in the country.
THE ORIGIN OF MARKETING BOARD
West Africa marketing board originated from West Africa Produce Control Board (WAPCB). The WAPCB came into existence during the 2nd World War which caused a general slump in world trade. It became clear that something must be done to rescue farmers from further fall in prices and loss of revenue. That rescue brought about WAPCB in 1942 by the British government. The board was charged with the responsibility of purchasing, selling and stabilizing the prices of cash crops produced in the then four British colonies of Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Gambia.
When 2nd world war came to an end, the idea of setting up separate boards for those colonies came in mind. Cocoa Marketing boards were established each in Nigeria 7 Ghana in 1949; a marketing board charged with the responsibility of handling all cash crops in Sierra Leone was established. Similar board was also established in Gambia which is an oil seed marketing board. 

FUNCTION OR ROLES OF MARKETING BOARDS IN WEST AFRICA
1. Buying of Farm Products: Marketing board was charged with the responsibility of purchasing farm produce from farmers at very fair and stable prices. This is done through their appointed agents or farmers co-operatives 


2. Grading of Farm Produce:  the board is also in charge of grading this produce in order to meet up with world standard.
3. Fixing of Prices: Marketing boards perform this functions of price fixing at the beginning of each farming seasons in order to motivate farmers in order to produce high quality products. 
4. Price Stabilization: This function is performed by the marketing board to put a stop to the hither to price fluctuation experienced by farmers.
5. Regulation of Production:  The boards regulate the quantity of crops produced through quota basis to their licensed producers in order to avoid over production that brings about price fluctuation.
6.  Marketing of Farm Produce: Marketing of Farm produces both local and foreign market on behalf of farmers is also done by the marketing board.
7. Funding of Scientific Research: Marketing board spend substantial amount in funding scientific researches aimed at aiding farmers in improving the quality and quantity of their products.

PROBLEMS OF MARKETING BOARD
1. Problem of Fixing Prices: This problem arises as a result of the fact that the board fixes prices of agricultural produce at the beginning of the planting season in anticipation of production 
2. Political Problems: Political Problems are often render marketing board inefficient, the government also use them as political pawn in order to achieve their selfish political interests.
3. Financial Problems: like the other government owned public corporations, marketing boards suffer from acute shortage of finance.
4. Problem of Evacuation: The farm produce are bought in rural areas where many do not have motor able roads.
5. Illiteracy: Marketing boards deals with illiterate farmers who suffers from ignorance and as a result, do not abide by the quantity of farm produce the boards ask them to produce.
6. Inexperience Agents: The agents who represent these boards in the rural areas are inexperienced, they lack purchasing skills. 
7. Problem of over production: The control of the production of agricultural products is a very difficult task because, natural factors play significant role 


PROSPECTS OF AGRICULTURE IN WEST AFRICA
The Agriculture in West Africa tends to have future prospects. This is due to the attention given to agriculture by the government. 
Most country of the world has looked inward on what to grow and sell abroad rather than importing food items which can readily produce in the country.
Even graduates of other disciplines are now going into Agriculture. Agriculture is no more left in the hands of the aged; it has become one of the greatest employers of labour.   
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